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| OU LAW Updates |

Staff changes
}} New faces and titles
Stacey Reynolds began in August

}} Judge Payne delivers Constitution
Day address

as the director of continuing legal
education and program coordinator
for legal assistant education. She
came to the College of Law after
serving as the coordinator of
continuing education and alumni
affairs for the OU College of
Dentistry. Prior to that, she worked as coordinator of special
events and projects for OU Public Affairs. At OU Law, Stacey
works with students enrolled in the legal assistant education
certificate program and coordinates conferences and
CLE courses.
Kasey Stricklin (’14) is the Texas
admissions specialist for the OU
College of Law, based in Dallas.

In observance of Constitution Day, Judge James H. Payne (’66) spoke on
“Due Process, Not Innocence, Is the Issue” September 17 in the Kerr Student
Lounge. Payne is a federal judge sitting simultaneously on the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Oklahoma, the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Oklahoma and the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Oklahoma.

After completing law school in May
2014, she successfully took the
Texas Bar Exam and began working

}} Legal Clinic students dine with judges

for the College of Law in August.
As the representative of the OU
Law Admissions Office in Texas, Kasey participates in law
school and graduate school fairs in the state, meets with
applicants and prospective students, and reaches out to
undergraduate student organizations to promote OU Law
and recruit students.
Brandon Brooks joined the OU
College of Law in September as the
director of development and alumni
relations after serving for three years
as the development officer for the

Fall 2014

OU College of Engineering. He has
worked at OU for 12 years, previously
holding positions in Recruitment
Services, Student Affairs and the President’s Office. Brandon
oversees OU Law’s fundraising efforts, including major gifts
and annual funds.

Spring 2015
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}} OU Law welcomes the Class of 2017
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}} Hartzog Conger Cason & Neville hosts 1Ls
Len Cason (’72), of Hartzog Conger Cason & Neville,
visits with first-year law students at the September
16 networking reception hosted by his firm in their
downtown Oklahoma City office. First-year students
are able to learn about the different types of law
practiced by the firm, and network with established
attorneys in a relaxed atmosphere.

}} Fellers Snider sponsors 1L Orientation
Elizabeth Base, director of the Office of Career
Development, speaks with Fellers Snider
attorneys Nicholas Merkley (’04) and Heather
Lehman Fagan (’07) prior to their presentation
for the 1L Orientation October 2 in the Dick
Bell Courtroom. The firm also sponsored a
networking reception after the orientation.

}} Calvert Competition focuses on constitutional issue
Second-year students Nathan Hall and Nick Coffey are the winners of the 2014
Calvert Intraschool Moot Court Competition held in October. The case argued in
the competition was an actual case on appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court from
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit. Questions raised involved whether
the no beard grooming policy of the Arkansas Department of Corrections
violated federal legislation or the First Amendment.
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}} Human rights experts visit OU Law

Members of the Oklahoma International Law Society welcome Dan Mahanty and Kristen McGeeney (first row, second and third from left) to the OU College of Law
September 29.

The Oklahoma International Law Society and its faculty
adviser, Evelyn Aswad, hosted two human rights experts
from Washington, D.C., at the College of Law for two days
in September. The guests were Kristen McGeeney, senior
legal adviser for the Middle East and North Africa with
the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law, and Dan
Mahanty, the U.S. State Department’s director of the Office
of Security and Human Rights in the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor and former head of the bureau’s
Office of Middle East Affairs.
Members of OILS greeted their guests with a welcome
reception upon their arrival. The next day during breakfast
and dinner, McGeeney discussed her experiences using

Kristen McGeeney responds to questions asked by students Kelbie Kennedy,
Stacey Lehne and Jason Hubbert during the “speed mentoring” luncheon.

international law to promote freedom of assembly and
expression in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia. Mahanty discussed
the integration of human rights considerations in U.S. government security policies throughout the world. Joshua Landis, Middle
East expert from the OU College of International Studies, also participated in the dinner session.
In addition, OILS hosted an international law and affairs “speed mentoring” luncheon in which students asked career-related
questions in small group meetings with McGeeney, Mahanty and Aswad.
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}} BOA hosts negotiation competition
An intraschool negotiation competition hosted by the Board
of Advocates in October drew 44 teams of students from all
three classes. Two days of preliminary rounds were followed
by the semi-final rounds, and capped off with the final round
held in OU Law’s new Howard K. Berry Jr. Conference Room.
The teams were provided with a set of facts, with general
information provided to both teams. In addition, each team
also was provided with confidential facts for their client.
In the final round, the judges watched and scored two
negotiations over the same problem.
Director of Competitions and Externships Connie
Smothermon announced the results. Jonathan Brewer and
John Stone won the competition and Mitchell Spencer and
Evan Way were named runners-up. “Congratulations to

John Stone, Jonathan Brewer, Mitchell Spencer and Evan Way competed in the
final round of the BOA intraschool negotiation competition.

the BOA for hosting another successful competition,” said
Smothermon.

}} OAWL raises $13,000 for Women’s Resource Center

Members of the Organization for the Advancement of Women in Law –
Elizabeth Isaacs, auction chair, and Tiffany Noble, assistant chair – show the
program listing auction donors and the packages included in the oral auction
at the 26th Annual OAWL Charity Auction. The October 22 event raised
$13,000 for the Norman Women’s Resource Center.
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Auctioneer Paul Austin works the crowd to raise the bid on an auction package.
Auction items were donated by members of the OU Law community, as well as
Norman area businesses.

| OU LAW Updates |

}} BLSA wins chapter of year honors third year in a row
Members of OU Law’s Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher
chapter of the Black Law Students Association
pose with the awards the BLSA received at the
annual regional convention held in January in
Houston. The chapter was named the Rocky
Mountain Region chapter of the year for the
third year in a row. In addition, the BLSA moot
court team won the award for best petitioner’s
brief at the regional competition of the Frederick
Douglass Moot Court Competition. Pictured
are Ge’Andra Johnson, Jonathan Brewer, Kim
Ikegbunam, Desiree Singer and Xavier Avery.

}} Russian delegation visits
As part of the Open World Program, six Russian lawyers who
specialize in criminal law visited OU Law October 20, hosted by
Judge Stephen Friot (’72), U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Oklahoma. Open World is an exchange program
designed to establish professional relationships between upand-coming leaders of post-Soviet countries and Americans
dedicated to showcasing U.S. values and democratic institutions.
The subject focus for the visit was jury trials.
The Russian delegation started their day with breakfast in the
Sneed Lounge, followed by a tour of the College of Law. They
then joined Dean Emeritus Andy Coats for a fireside chat about
American jury trials. Over lunch, the visiting attorneys gave a
presentation on Russian laws on jury trials to OU Law students
and faculty.
“OU Law is committed to expanding the global reach of its
education,” said Brian McCall, associate dean for academic
affairs. “By hosting the Russian delegation, we were able to
bring another part of the international legal system to our

With the aid of a translator, a member of the group of visiting Russian
attorneys speaks about jury trials in his country.

students, faculty, and the wider university. It was also an
incredible opportunity for us to present an important aspect of
our legal system to Russian legal professionals who are working
to shape the nature of jury trials in the Russian system.”
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}} OU Law hosts meeting on US Government National Action Plan

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor Scott Busby gives opening
remarks to launch the dialogue.

Dean Joe Harroz welcomes participants and observers to the Dialogue on Responsible Business Conduct.

The University of Oklahoma College

The meeting hosted by OU Law was

of Law hosted a dialogue on the U.S.

part of a series of open dialogues during

Government National Action Plan on

which stakeholders exchange ideas on

Responsible Business Conduct April

the NAP process and content. Seven

2 in the Dick Bell Courtroom. The

officials from the U.S. Department

College of Law is only one of four

of State, the U.S. Department of

colleges nationwide to host such

Commerce, and the U.S. Agency for

consultations.

International Development attended

In September, President Barack
Obama announced plans to develop
a National Action Plan (NAP) to
promote responsible business conduct
by U.S. companies operating overseas,
consistent with the United Nations
Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights and the Organization
for Economic Co-Operation and

the meeting as well as indigenous
peoples representatives, civil society
representatives, and representatives from
business. Members of the OU community
attending included faculty and students,
as well as alumni, from the College of

Students Megan Anderson, Stacey Lehne, and Kelbie
Kennedy propose recommendations for inclusion
in the NAP.

Law, College of Business, College of

and met again with some of them during

International Studies, and College of

smaller group discussions the next day.

Earth and Energy.

“Given OU Law’s core strengths in the

Development Guidelines for

Students from Professor Evelyn Aswad’s

areas of indigenous peoples law, energy

Multinational Enterprises. Expanding

International Business and Human Rights

law, and international human rights,

U.S. efforts to promote responsible

class have produced an official summary

our faculty and students have a strong

business conduct is intended to

of the event for the State Department.

interest in these topics. We are honored

cement the brand of U.S. businesses

Some students also delivered

to host these consultations and are proud

as reliable and accountable partners

presentations during the meeting about

we have the background and knowledge

internationally and promote respect

what should appear in the NAP. Students

needed to contribute to this important

for human rights.

had lunch with the event participants

discussion,” said Dean Joe Harroz.
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}} Admissions office reaches out to prospective students
Prospective Students Reception

SEPTEMBER 23

Fall Open House

OCTOBER 28

Spring Open House

JANUARY 29

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2015/iss1/8
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}} 10th Circuit holds 2 days of oral arguments in Bell Courtroom
OU President David L. Boren
welcomed judges of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 10th Circuit to the
OU College of Law February 10-11.
The judges convened in the Dick Bell
Courtroom and heard oral arguments
for 10 cases, seven of which
originated in Oklahoma.
One of the cases heard involved the
TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline,
for which the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers issued a permit allowing
construction. The U.S. District Court
for the Western District of Oklahoma
affirmed the Corps action, and

During a period when the court was not hearing oral arguments, Professor Steve Gensler serves as moderator
for a question-and-answer session. Members of the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Bobby R. Baldock,
Carolyn B. McHugh and Robert E. Bacharach, respond to a question from a student.

Sierra Club Inc., Clean Energy Future
Oklahoma, and the East Texas Sub Regional Planning Commission appealed that decision.
“It is an incredible honor for OU Law to be able to host the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,” Dean Joe Harroz said. “The
opportunity for our students to observe, firsthand, oral arguments in front of our federal appellate court is a unique and
remarkable experience that will enrich their understanding of our judicial system.”

}} Crowe & Dunlevy hosts reception for minority students
Third-year OU Law student Nicole Lynn visits
with an unidentified law student and Crowe
& Dunlevy attorney Jimmy Goodman at the
firm’s November 4 Diversity Reception. OU Law
minority students, along with students from
the state’s two other law schools, were guests
of Crowe & Dunlevy at the firm’s new office
in downtown Oklahoma City. The cocktail
reception included welcome statements on
diversity in the legal profession from Kevin
Gordon, firm president, and William Hoch,
recruiting co-chair.
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}} Henry Family Lecture series marks 13th year
The 2015 Henry Family Lecture featured Judge Jeffrey Sutton,
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit, speaking
on “Our 51 Constitutions” February 18 in the Kerr Student
Lounge. Prior to assuming his current judicial post, Sutton
was in private practice, served as state solicitor in the
Office of the Ohio Attorney General, and clerked for the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit as well as the
U.S. Supreme Court. While serving on the federal bench, he
also has taught at Ohio State University Moritz College of
Law, Vanderbilt Law School and Harvard Law School.
Sutton said state constitutional law, a subject he teaches
and writes about, is not taken seriously. He pointed out that
only 52 percent of Americans even know their state has a
constitution, only 20 to 24 U.S. law schools teach a class
on state constitutional law, and only 13 states’ bar exams

Judge Jeffrey Sutton (left) was invited to deliver the 2015 Henry Family Lecture
by Oklahoma City University President Robert Henry (’77). Henry’s family, which
includes five OU Law graduates, sponsors the annual lecture.

include the subject as an area of law to be tested.
Sutton believes studying American constitutional law, which
would include principles from state constitutions and the
U.S. Constitution, would be a better approach than what
is currently offered in most U.S. law schools. He also thinks
state constitutional guarantees should be cited, along with
those in the U.S. Constitution, when challenging state or
local laws in the courts. If that were done, more matters
could potentially be decided at the state level, he said.
Sutton is very anxious about the direction of the
U.S. Supreme Court. “It’s not a function of agreeing or
disagreeing with the decisions. It has nothing to do with
that. It actually has to do with us. I think we Americans
are asking too much of these nine people,” he said. “If the

Judge Jeffrey Sutton visits with students, Mitchell Spencer (1L) and Tiffany Noble
(2L) following his presentation.

states’ Supreme Courts start to take a little more leadership
in this area, it seems to me that might provide a bit of a safety
valve and we could come to think of both our state courts and
our U.S. Supreme Court as guardians of our liberties. But right
now, we look one place, and that’s Washington, and I don’t
think that’s going to work a whole lot longer.”
Following his presentation, he responded to questions from
faculty members and a student. Dean Joe Harroz presented
Sutton with a Tribute Owl sculpture and thanked him for
delivering the 13th Henry Family Lecture.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2015/iss1/8
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}} OU Law jumps to No. 7 in national moot court rankings

Hispanic National Bar Association
Moot Court Competition

OU Law’s moot court program moved up

brief, with Swinford being named second

The team of Alia Ramirez and Marcus

to the 7th spot on the list of top moot

place oralist.

Pacheco placed second in the nation and

court programs in the nation recently
released by the Blakely Advocacy Institute
at the University of Houston Law Center.
As a result of this ranking, a team from
OU Law will once again compete in the
Andrews Kurth Moot Court National
Championship in January 2016.

American Bar Association Law
Student Division National Appellate
Advocacy Competition

were awarded best brief after three long days
of competition. The team was coached by
Professor Daniel Nicholson.

The team of Kelsey Frobisher, Blake Johnson

Ruby R. Vale Interschool Corporate

and Nathan Hall won every round at regional

Moot Court Competition

competition, achieved four perfect scores, and

David Postic, Ruthie Stevens and Kendra

qualified for nationals. There, they advanced

Norman won first place and third-best brief

The OU Law Competitions Program, which

to the Elite 8 round and won third-best brief,

in the competition. Professor Megan Shaner

also includes trial and skill competitions,

with Johnson winning sixth-best speaker.

coached the team.

experienced another successful year.

Professor Michelle Johnson coached the team.

Below are some highlights of the 20142015 academic year.

National Black Law Students

American Bar Association Section of

Association Nelson Mandela

Dispute Resolution Representation in

International Negotiations

National Moot Court Competition

Meditation Competition

Competition

Nicole Lynn, Drew McNeil and Lindsay

Melissa McDuffey and Skeeter Jordan won

Lauren Mitcham and Jonathan Brewer won

Kistler Swiniuch, coached by professors

first place in regional competition, qualifying

first place at this unique competition in

Stephen Henderson and Connie

for nationals. At the national competition,

which problem areas and confidential facts

Smothermon, placed second and won the

after mediating four different disputes, the

are provided to participants only a few

best brief award at regional competition.

team won first place in the nation. Professors

hours before each round. Professors Connie

At nationals, the team advanced to the

Connie Smothermon and Erin Means

Smothermon and Erin Means were coaches.

Sweet 16 round and won the award for

coached the team.

the third-best brief.

Health Law Transactional

National Trial Competition

Competition

American Bar Association

Abby Nathan and Phil White advanced to the

Eric Odom, Rachel Sibila and Ashley Shapiro

Law Student Division Client

semifinal round of the regional competition,

won third-best memo in this competition.

Counseling Competition

and Nathan was named best advocate. The

Kaitlyn Schrick and Haleigh Collins,

performance of the team, coached by Mary

coached by District Attorney Richard

Ann Roberts (’97), is even more noteworthy,

Smothermon, placed first after five

as the students competed without teammate,

client interviews on different topics at

Eric Warner, who was unable to make the trip.

regional competition. At nationals, the
team advanced to the final round and
placed third.

Association Frederick Douglass Moot
Court Competition
The team of Jonathan Brewer and Xavier
Avery won best brief in the region. Coaches

National Native American Law

were alumni Chris Staine (’10) and Marcus

Students Association Moot Court

Bivines (’07).

Competition

Albert R. Mugel National Tax

Facing bad weather and flight cancellations in

Moot Court Competition

two states, the teams of Kelbie Kennedy/Andy

Wyatt Swinford and John Arrowood

Casey and Joe Trail/Blake Jackson made the

competed in the oldest national tax

15-hour drive to the national competition. The

moot court competition in the United

Kennedy/Casey team advanced to the Elite 8

States. Coached by Professor Jon Forman,

round. Professor Taiawagi Helton served as the

the team finished first and won best

teams’ coach and cross-country driver.
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Andrews Kurth Moot Court National
Championship
OU Law was invited to compete in this
“tournament of champions” based on its
moot court program’s national ranking. Kelsey
Frobisher, Elise Puma and Elizabeth Isaacs
competed and advanced to the Elite 8 round.
Professor Gail Mullins coached the team.
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}} Devon Energy, Crowe & Dunlevy sponsor CDO event
First-year students learned about three categories of legal employment options at Career Development Night, coordinated by
the Office of Career Development on January 14. Representatives from event sponsors, Crowe & Dunlevy and Devon Energy
Corporation, joined with lawyers from the U.S. Attorney’s Office to provide information about their different types of legal
careers. The three presentations were followed by a networking reception in the Boren Atrium.

Meredith Wolfe (’10) speaks to 1Ls in the Dick Bell Courtroom while other
Crowe & Dunlevy attorneys wait to take the podium. Seated are Drew Palmer
(’06), Adam Childers (’00) and William Hoch.

Stan Geurin and Chad Holeman, with Devon Energy Corporation, talk with
first-year student Genni Ellis at the networking reception.

}} McAfee & Taft hosts Professionalism Night
Buses delivered first-year law students to the Devon Boathouse on the Oklahoma
River in Oklahoma City on the evening of February 5 for the Office of Career

}} Students investigate
placement opportunities
at career fair

Development Professionalism Night. The event began with an opportunity for the
students to meet and visit with McAfee & Taft firm members prior to a seated
buffet-style dinner. After dinner and welcome messages from Dean Joe Harroz
and Richard Nix (’85), McAfee & Taft managing director, the students heard
presentations on “Defining Professionalism,” “Business Etiquette” and “Do’s and
Don’ts of a Summer Clerkship.”

Jared Boyer, an associate with McAfee & Taft,
talks about some of the “Do’s” for law students
with a summer clerkship.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2015/iss1/8

Students Tyler Davis, John Clifton and Joey
Geresi look over their agenda packets for
Professionalism Night.

A student stops by the Catholic Charities
table at the Public Interest and Pro Bono
Career Fair on February 25 to talk with Ryan
Patterson (’11) about volunteer opportunities
with the organization. The annual spring
event, coordinated by the Office of Career
Development and the Public Interest Law
Student Association, brings public service
employers to OU Law for students to learn
about their pro bono opportunities.
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}} Gridiron ("Law Prom") 2015
March 7
Chesapeake Stadium Club
The Gaylord Family – Oklahoma Memorial Stadium
Photos by Norman Party Pics

Matthew Senemar, Professor Jonathan Forman and Dawn Smith

Gabe and Nicole Lynn, Caitlin Schudalla and Drew McNeil

}} Luncheon celebrates partnership with State Department
Students and faculty engaged in a
Skype video chat with U.S. State
Department officials at a March 10
luncheon celebrating OU’s Diplomacy
Lab participation. In the pilot
phase of the program, real-world
challenges identified by the State
Department were “course-sourced”
to OU students and faculty experts
to tap into an underutilized reservoir
of intellectual capital related to the
foreign policymaking process.
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}} Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient speaks at event
The University of Oklahoma College of Law, OU Native American Studies Program,
American Indian Law Review, and the Native American Law Student Association
hosted the Fourth Annual AILR Symposium, “Indigenous Women, Law and
Power,” in March. The event, the third-largest Native American law symposium in
the nation, featured nationally noted Indigenous women discussing issues from
violence to justice and how they affect American Indian women.
The morning session featured Kimberly Teehee, a member of the Cherokee Nation,
as the keynote speaker. Teehee is the vice president of special projects for Cherokee
Nation Businesses. She previously served as the senior policy adviser for Native
American affairs on the White House Domestic Policy Council.
The afternoon keynote speaker was Suzan Shown Harjo, 2014 recipient of the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. Harjo, who is Cheyenne and Hodulgee Muscogee, is
the president of the Morning Star Institute, a national Native rights organization. A

Kimberly Teehee

longtime advocate against sports teams’ stereotyping of Native Americans, whose
efforts have resulted in many changes in the sports world, Harjo also has helped
Indian nations recover more than one million acres of land.
“OU Law has an extensive history as an international leader in Native American law.
As part of that, we are privileged to host one of the largest symposia in the nation
focusing on current issues facing Native American peoples,” said Dean Joe Harroz.
“We are honored to have these nationally renowned women, who have had such a
significant impact on issues facing Indigenous women, present at this year’s event.”
Other speakers included Mary Daniel, legal counsel, Integris Health; Stephanie
Hudson, senior staff attorney, Oklahoma Indian Legal Services; Andrea Smith,
associate professor, University of California at Riverside; Dawn Stover, director,
Native Alliance Against Violence; Kelly Stoner, district court judge, Seminole Nation

Suzan Shown Harjo

of Oklahoma; Barbara Smith, supreme court justice, Chickasaw Nation; and Sherry
Todd, associate judge, Chickasaw Nation.

Marilyn Nicely, longtime OU Law librarian (center),
poses with Reggie Whitten and Sister Rosemary
Nyirumbe at the 2015 Order of the Owl Dinner,
during which Whitten was inducted onto OU Law's
alumni hall of fame. Nicely and Whitten reconnected
after many years from the time she hired him as a
college student to work in the law library. Nicely
is holding a copy of a book Whitten co-authored,
Sewing Hope, which tells the story of Nyirumbe,
a Catholic nun who runs a girls' tailoring school
in Uganda.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2015/iss1/8
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}} New OU lawyers sworn in

}} Student recognized by
state bar association
Third-year
student
Elizabeth
Isaacs received
one of three
Outstanding
Senior Law
School Student
Awards from
the Oklahoma Bar Association at its
110th Annual Meeting November
12-14 at the Hyatt Regency in
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Recent OU Law graduates take the Oath of Attorney, to become members of the Oklahoma Bar
Association. The oath was administered by Chief Justice Tom Colbert (’82) during a ceremony held
September 24 at the State Capitol.
Photo by Oklahoma Bar Association

Isaacs mentors students as part of
her editor role for the Oklahoma
Law Review. She served as the
chair for the 2014 charity auction
sponsored by the Organization for
the Advancement of Women in Law,

}} 1L team takes moot court competition

and served on the Dean’s Council
mentoring incoming law students.
She also has volunteered to assist
petitioners seeking victim protective
orders in the Cleveland County
District Court.
Before entering law school, she
worked for six years in insurance
claim adjustment and commercial
underwriting. Following graduation,
she will serve as a judicial clerk to
Judge Joe Heaton of the U.S. District
Court for the Western District
of Oklahoma.

Hayley Scott and Jonathan Bryant sit in the Dick Bell Courtroom during the final round of the 1L Moot
Court Competition. The annual competition began March 25 with 160 first-year students competing,
and culminated with the final round on April 10.
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}} Graduation open house honors Class of 2015

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2015/iss1/8
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}} Justice Tom Colbert ('83) delivers 2015 convocation address
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